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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT 

___________ 

Docket No. 19-1213 

United States, 
Plaintiff-Appellee, 

v. 
Merle Denezpi, 

Defendant-Appellant. 

___________ 

RELEVANT DOCKET ENTRIES 

Date Docket text
06/17/2019 Criminal case docketed. * * * 
11/26/2019 Appellant/Petitioner’s brief filed by 

Merle Denezpi * * * 
01/29/2020 Appellee/Respondent’s brief filed by 

United States of America * * * 
02/19/2020 Appellant/Petitioner’s reply brief filed 

by Merle Denezpi * * * 
05/05/2020 Case argued * * * 
10/28/2020 Affirmed; Terminated on the merits 

after oral hearing; Written, signed, 
published; Judges Holmes, Seymour 
(authoring) and Phillips. Mandate to 
issue. * * * 

10/28/2020 Judgment for opinion filed * * * 
11/19/2020 Mandate issued * * * 

JA 1



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF COLORADO (DENVER) 

___________ 

Docket No. 1:18-cr-00267-REB-JMC-1 

United States of America, 
Plaintiff, 

v. 
Merle Denezpi, 

Defendant. 

___________ 

RELEVANT DOCKET ENTRIES 

Date No. Docket text
06/07/2018 1 INDICTMENT as to Merle 

Denezpi (1) count(s) * * * 
01/06/2019 29 First MOTION to Dismiss by 

Merle Denezpi * * * 
01/23/2019 32 ORDER Denying 29 Motion to 

Dismiss on Double Jeopardy 
Grounds as to Merle Denezpi * * * 

03/01/2019 52 JURY VERDICT as to Merle 
Denezpi * * * 

06/05/2019 71 JUDGMENT as to defendant 
Merle Denezpi. Count 1: 
Imprisonment: 360 months. 
Supervised release: 10 years. * * * 

06/17/2019 73 NOTICE OF APPEAL as to 71 
Judgment in a Criminal Case by 
Merle Denezpi* * * 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLORADO 

Criminal Case No.   

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

1. MERLE DENEZPI,

Defendant. 

INDICTMENT 
18 U.S.C. '' 2241(a)(1) and (2), 1153(a) 

The Grand Jury charges: 

COUNT 1 
18 U.S.C. '' 2241(a)(1) and (2), 1153(a) 

On or about July 18, 2017, within the exterior boundaries of the Ute Mountain Ute 

Indian Reservation, in the State and District of Colorado, the defendant, Merle Denezpi, 

an Indian, did knowingly cause the victim, V.Y., to engage in a sexual act, to wit, contact 

between the penis and the vulva, by using force against V.Y and by threatening and 

placing V.Y. in fear that any person would be subjected to death, seriously bodily injury, 

and kidnapping. 

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2241(a)(1) and (2), 1153(a).      

18-cr-00267-DW

Case 1:18-cr-00267-REB-JMC   Document 1   Filed 06/07/18   Page 1 of 2Case 1:18-cr-00267-REB-JMC   Document 88-1   Filed 09/06/19   USDC Colorado   Page 6 of
 213

Appellate Case: 19-1213     Document: 010110224353     Date Filed: 09/06/2019     Page: 6 
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A TRUE BILL 

“Ink signature on file in Clerk’s Office” 
FOREPERSON 

ROBERT C. TROYER 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

s/ Jeffrey K. Graves
JEFFREY K. GRAVES 
Assistant United States Attorney 
United States Attorney’s Office 
103 Sheppard Dr., Suite 215 
Durango, Colorado 81303 
Telephone:  (970) 247-1514 
Fax:  (970) 247-8619 
E-mail:  jeffrey.graves@usdoj.gov
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DEFENDANT: Merle Denezpi

YOB: 1979

COMPLAINT 
FILED?

Yes          X     No

If Yes, MAGISTRATE CASE NUMBER: 

HAS DEFENDANT BEEN ARRESTED ON COMPLAINT? Yes X No

OFFENSE(S): COUNT 1: 18 USC §§ 2241(a)(1) and (2), 1153(a) – Aggravated Sexual 
Abuse in Indian Country.

LOCAT. OF 
OFFENSE:

Montezuma County, Colorado

PENALTY: COUNT 1: Up to life imprisonment, a $250,000 fine or both, a term of 
supervised release of NMT five (5) years, and a $100 special assessment 
fee. 

AGENT: Special Agent Lyle Benally, Bureau of Indian Affairs

AUTH. BY: Jeffrey K. Graves, Assistant U.S. Attorney

ESTIMATED TIME OF TRIAL:

X   five days or less ____ over five days ____ other 

THE GOVERNMENT

X will seek detention in this case based on 18 U.S.C. § 3142(f)(2)

will not seek detention

The statutory presumption of detention is / is not applicable to this defendant.

OCDETF CASE: Yes X No
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Date: 12/8✓2017 

Time: 12:09 PM 

Page 1 of 2 

Court of Indian Offenses 

ROA Report 

Case: 2017-0000703-CR Current Judge: Rachel D Muhonen 

Defendant: DENEZPI, Merle 0. Jr. 

User: MIRACLEW 

USA vs. Merle 0. DENEZPI Jr. 

Date 

7/20/2017 

7/26/2017 

3/30/2017 

1/13/2017 

CRIMINAL 

Case filed 

Hearing Held: (Arraignment 07/20/2017 01:30 PM) 

Judge 

Rachel D Muhonen 

Rachel D Muhonen 

Hearing result for Arraignment held on 07/20/2017 01 :30 PM: Hearing Hele Rachel D Muhonen 
ARRAIGNMENT HEARING MINUTE ORDER: 
NOT GUILTY: Assault & Battery, Terroristic Threats, False Imprisonment 
Cash Bond $5,000.00 
Pre - Trial Conference: 07/26/2017 at 1 :30 p.m. 
CRIMINAL RESTRAINING ORDER ISSUED ON BEHALF OF VALCITA 
YELLOWHORSE, VICTIM 

Hearing Held: (Pre-Trial Conference 07/26/2017 01:30 PM) 

Hearing result for Pre-Trial Conference held on 07/26/2017 01 :30 PM: 
Hearing Held 
CRIMINAL MINUTE ORDER: 
Defendant demanded a jury trial 
Pre - Trial Readiness: 09/13/2017 at 9:00 a.m. 
Jury Trial: 09/20/2017 at 8:00 a.m. 
Cash Bond $5,000.00 
Status Hearing on August 30, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. 
Motion to modify bond: denied 

CASE MANANGEMENT ORDER ISSUED 

Hearing Held: (Pre - Trial Readiness 09/13/2017 09:00 AM) 

Hearing Held: (Jury Trial 09/20/2017 08:00 AM) 

Hearing Held: (Status Hearing 08/30/2017 09:00 AM) 

Rachel D Muhonen 

Rachel D Muhonen 

Rachel D Muhonen 

Rachel D Muhonen 

Rachel D Muhonen 

Hearing result for Status Hearing held on 08/30/2017 09:00 AM: Hearing Rachel D Muhonen 
Held 

CRIMINAL MINUTE ORDER 
THE COURT ORDERED, 
- PTR, 09/13/2017 @ 1 0AM
- JURY TRIAL, 09/20/2017 @ 8AM
THE COURT FURTHER ORDERED,
- BOND, CASH, $5000.00

Hearing result for Pre - Trial Readiness held on 09/13/2017 09:00 AM: 
Hearing Held 

CRIMINAL MINUTE ORDER 
THE COURT ORDERED 
-PTR, 11/08/2017 @ 1 0AM
- JURY TRIAL 11/15/2017 @SAM
THE COURT FURTHER ORDERED,
- CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER SHALL BE CONTINUED WITH CHANGE
- BOND, CASH, $5,000.00
- MOTIONS IN LIMINE & JURY INSTRUCTIONS DEADLINE CONTINUED
NOVEMBER 13, 2017
DISCOVERY OBLIGATIONS SHALL REMAIN IN EFFECT DISMCOVERY
DUE FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH.
WITNESS LIST 10/13/2017

Hearing Held: (Pre - Trial Readiness 11/08/2017 10:00 AM) 

Rachel D Muhonen 

Rachel D Muhonen 
JA 7
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Form l'10.. 15 Case.No.

~ -,,--_. - r---

.' ,~ " ~ .'.'. , '

ute Mountain Tribal Cuu~t )
ute 1·lountain 'I'd.be. )
Ute Mountain Reservation »)

"1- -~

Ute Mountain Tribe, Plaintiff

vs. I

Defendant.

To any Ute Moun'cain ·'l':d.bal'':PolicG OfJ:icer:

. Where _________. ._, . "rho 1's nO'1: a member of the

Ute Hountain 'l'ribe and notl.il;rler .the jurisdiction of this court

hus conlini t ted the follOl'1in9 _

and has refused t'o waive his consti.tu·tiona1 rights of'trial and

consent: to the jud.sdi'ction of this court,. it is her~!by or~e);ed

that he (or she) ~be romoved from the reservation bou~daries as

'-..... provided in Ch·apter:. Nine, Section _.__,,, and yqu. __. .-:u_._..~ --,-. : .,~ .',

are 6rdered to carry out this order and to wa~n said bff~nder that

• if 'he (or she) ret.ur-ns "lith in the D(~xt he (or she)

,,,ill be SUbjl~ct to the penalty as provided in Section 36, Chaptl':!r

;" ,.·Six,- -of- the u.te· '!'1Qunt:-ain Tribal Code of Ordinances ~ _ _ . '"

Datc - . , 19

Jud'ge of the ute Nountain Tribal
Court

(SEAL)

Clerk of the Ute Mountai~ Tribal Court

"

I have this day of , 19 , removed
.. "the person named in ,this ordex: ·from die. bound;:tries'of the ute

Mountain Reservation as directed.

)

.. , .. ,._,'

.". ~ .. "

"
" -

Officer

"

-65 -

-~ ..., ~':

Case 1:18-cr-00267-REB-JMC   Document 31-1   Filed 01/18/19   Page 3 of 16Case 1:18-cr-00267-REB-JMC   Document 88-1   Filed 09/06/19   USDC Colorado   Page 51 of
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(

):'Ot ,ll ,'10. .L

ClU\P'l'ER 'I'EN---_._--
I,gGAL FOmIS._.._-.-.-._---- ~

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

Ur,C j"JUlll1tain '1')::i.b01 COll):I:
ut~ Mountain Trib~

ute Mountain R8GArvation ",ow"

,U'l'E: 110UJ:l'l'lIIN 'l'lUI3E

vs.

_____. .... .__ , De.l:(illl':!i.1n't

The above named defendant is charged ,jy this complaint '.'lith

the oftense of .~n violation of

"""Section'""' """''''',,', ",'·Goqe·of·':\:he Ute. Mountain 'frilJe,to-witi.

the said defendant did on or about the day' of

19 within the ute M0untain Reservation.

---'-----_..._--

/

(

Contrary to the regulations made and provided unda~~inst .

the peace and dignity of the ute Mouryta£n Tribe.

Nitnessed:

iriTie

Dated

"
" -

.'

·,51-

I ,. .. .. t,
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FO::;Jtl No. 5

ute Mountain ~ribal Court
Ute Mountain Tribe
ute Mountain Reservation

Case No.
I "-','-,-,.-

vs ,. /

_____ .._. .. , Defenr.bnt

... ~ To ·any ..Police Off:Lo8.r of the Ute .!,lol.lntain Police:

h'hereas a complaint )~as been filed in the above entitled

court, charging that the offense of violation of .

....,.. Secti;-on'" -".: 'Code ·of,·.the Uta. J.l~un'l:;;tin 'rribal_ Court-,......,.......,-,..--

has heen committed and Accusing the above named defendant· thereof,

·you are cOllunandep to i3.pp.t"p.hend and bl:irig the sa6_d c1efendunt before

a 'Judge 'of·· this·..eol.lrt to' shm... 'cause why he .should not· be. held .,for.....'.

trial.

Dated:-----

Judge of the ute Mountain TKibal Court

19

Received the within ",arrant'on the

and executed~±he 6~ne on the clay of

day of

___________, 19

by arresting the ",ithin named defe-ndant at

and no\ol have him before the Court as commanded.

Officer's signature .

"

I' -'.:\.

.-55- 7D
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FU~'jll Nu, 9

)
In:HA'£,' CQt.jHI'l'NBN'l'...........- -.-_ .. _ _ __ -

ute l-IollnL:ain 'l':dbaJ. Court
ute Mountain Tribe
ute Mountain Reservation

._.__.._.. .._.__.. ,' Plaintif f'

vs,

Defendant

'ro ·the Keeper of' the ,~i:liJ. of the ute ;·Jo1.tntain Police Department:
• I • .',

l'lHEREAS, .the above named' Defen<:1nat having q1is' day been found

guilty of/by commiti.ng the of'fense cif Sec,

Violation

Chapter

of the, J"aw <md Order CGdt~ ()f the Ute HOl1ntain 'I'ribe,'

I have aclj'u,1ged th,lt hp.lf3hl~, serve ... days in jail

and, or pay $~ , YOU ARE 'I'HEREForm COMHANDED '1'0 RECEIVE

Defendant in custody for the period stated" unless at.henlise

ordered by the Court',

)
DONE IN OPEN COURT THIS

UTE MOUNTAIN POLICE DEPART~lliNT

day of ~, 19

JUd~e of the Tribal Court

I hereby received said defe~dant on the

19

d,ay of

By_.
-K"e,....-e,....-p=-e-r--o-f""·--;-:"tLh-e J ai).-,-,----

-59-

: '

•........ f' ...... ········ ••0 "~"""'-'r-'-" - .........- ......----...--.-.-----
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